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Our AGM & Study Day in Feb 2018 was a
great success.
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Schmoozing and swag at the School Expo
March 2018.
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Our chairperson was invited to represent ISTI
at the ASLTIP Conference in March.
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The dreaded word: GDPR and the great work
by the ISTI Working Group.
PG.
Our online Journal Club has been going
strong this year.

ISTI NEWSLETTER
“You and the committee
have such fabulous energy,
and I really wanted to
acknowledge that, and
also how much I'm valuing
the journal club.” Member

Dear Members, this is a brief newsletter on behalf of our ISTI
Committee to let you know what we’ve been up to in 2018. Thank you
for your support and to another new exciting year!
ISTI Committee 2018:
Marijke Morris, Chairperson
Fiona Young, Secretary
Faye Godsell, Membership
Rita Delaney, Treasurer
Jennifer Grundulis, Public Relations
Olivia Geoghegan, Committee Member
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AGM 2018

AGM & STUDY DAY 2018
The AGM & Study Day took place on the 3rd of February at the Louis Fitzgerald Hotel in Dublin. The day kicked of
with a First Aid refresher in the morning, by Jess Coffey from First Aid for Everyone.

Following a networking sit-down lunch, 20 members attended the AGM meeting. A raffle was held at the AGM
and Angela Denholm won free membership, Lynda Kiernan won an Activate Speech voucher and Jackie Dunbar
won an Outside the Box voucher.
The AGM was followed by a workshop by Grainne O’Donovan from Douglas Law Solicitors on GDPR. Following
the workshop, it was decided to set up a working committee to help members develop their own data protection
policies.
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THE SCHOOL EXPO 2018
The annual marketing/PR event for 2018 was The
School Expo and took place in the RDS. A big thank
you to Paula Bradley for helping the committee at the
stand.
We gave out information on typical development,
show-cased the ISTI website, handed out flyers and
generally tried to inform people about the services our
members provide. We were able to demonstrate how
to use the website to find a member close to them.
People seemed to like our magnifying ruler swag and
pens we handed out and we tried to tempt people to
the stand with some lovely chocolates.
For 2019, we will likely aim for an event with higher
footfall, as attendance was relatively low at the School
Expo.
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ASLTIP CONFERENCE 2018
Sarah Lyons, Chairperson of the Association of Speech
and Language Therapists in Independent Practice
(ASLTIP), invited Marijke to attend their conference in
London on the 24th of March. Marijke also attended
dinner with the ASLTIP Board of Directors the evening
previous.
ASLTIP also has an online directory for their members,
but have a much larger membership (over 2500
members!) They hold an annual conference with
different streams for members to attend. Our
members may find the conference interesting to
attend in the future.
Marijke previously attended the Northern Ireland
ASLTIP group and it has been helpful sharing
information.
Sarah and Marijke have been linking in regularly for
support in relation to being a chair person and
managing a private practice at the same time. This
has been a lovely and positive experience and
hopefully future chairs will also be able to link in with
each other, as some issues are shared and advice
welcomed.
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GDPR WORKING GROUP
The working group was set up after it was highlighted
in the AGM that members will need to prepare and be
GDPR compliant before the deadline of 25 May 2018.
The Working Group met online and developed draft
documents for members within a space of 2 months.
The IASLT requested a copy of the documents for
them to possibly endorse and this was forwarded by
ISTI as requested.
ASLTIP also requested a copy of the documents, as
the RCSLT did not have a policy in place.

“Thank you very much to
everyone in the ISTI that
worked on these GDPR
documents. They make life
a lot easier and are much
appreciated!” Member

A huge thank you to the working group members for
all the hard work.
Working Group Members:
Linda Coyle
Faye Godsell
Neva Watchorne
Deirdre Kiernan
Marijke Morris

“Thank you so much
Marijke and all the
committee for all the time,
blood, sweat and tears
that went into putting
these documents
together!” Member
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ONLINE JOURNAL CLUB
The online Journal Club has 14 active members and it
is held on a Wed evening at 8pm. Attendance varies
and depends on the topic and member availability.
Generally, 4 to 6 members attend each meeting.
Members met on 6 different occasions in 2018,
discussing articles on:








Feasibility and effectiveness of very early
intervention for infants at risk for autism
spectrum disorder.
Optimal intervention intensity.
The development of executive functioning and
language skills in the early school years.
The efficacy of treatment for children with
developmental speech and language delay.
Target Selection Practices of SSD in Ireland.
Review of the impact of voice training on the
vocal quality of professional voice users:
implications for vocal health and
recommendations for further research.

If you would like to join Journal Club, please email
Marijke at chair@isti.ie to receive an invitation to the
online link.
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